Confirmation Curriculum & Important Information 2011-2012
1. Class Curriculum

September – December

Read and study the Gospel

The confirmation class will read and study one of the gospels from September thru December.  Confirmands will be responsible for completing written homework each week to support the study.  Homework will be checked in class.

Class Curriculum

January – May
History, Theology and the Church

The content of this segment of the program will include (but not be limited to) The Bible, Prayer, Jesus, Sin & Salvation, The Holy Spirit, Christian Morality, Our History & Heritage, Worship and the Church Year, Our Faith & Beliefs, Sacraments and The United Methodist Church.  Weekly written homework will be assigned and checked in class.
Materials to bring to class:
· Your Bible

· A loose-leaf notebook (with folder pockets for handouts)

· Pen and/or pencil

· Completed homework assignment from previous class

· Talk Point worksheets (as needed)   *See #2 below.

2. Talk Points for Mentors and Confirmands

On a monthly basis, Mentors and their Confirmands will work together to complete 10 assignments from the workbook “Claim the Name: Talk Points for Mentors and Youth”.  We suggest that you complete the assignments individually, and then get together for a time of sharing.  This must be an “in-person” meeting, not a phone conversation.  It should take no more than one hour.  Mentors are encouraged to decide on a time and location that is suitable for them and their Confirmands.  Having a regularly scheduled time & place helps to keep everyone on track.
Assignments should be completed according to the schedule below:

1. Why Be Confirmed?


September 11th (bring to Sept Retreat)

2. Following Jesus


October 2nd 
3. Why the Church?


November 6th   
4. My Mission



December 4th 
5. Living in the Spirit


January 8th     

6. My Beliefs



February 5th  
7. Saying YES



March 4th  
8. Being United Methodist

April 1st  
9. Staying in Touch with God

May 6th (bring to May Retreat)
10. Life Beyond Confirmation  
May 6th (bring to May Retreat)
*NOTE:  Talk Points #9 and #10 are both due on May 6th.
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3. WORSHIP is an important part of the Curriculum!
Every Confirmand is expected to attend a worship service each week.  Even if there is no class for the week, you still need to attend worship.

If you attend the 10am service, please sit together in the front two pews on the Shelton Road (circular driveway) side of the Sanctuary.  If you attend the 8am service, feel free to sit with your family.

Please be sure to sign the fellowship folder for attendance purposes.  If you are out of town or attend another church, please bring the bulletin from the church you attended to the following class.  

In addition to weekly worship, you need to attend the following special services:

· Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day

· Ash Wednesday

· Maundy Thursday

· Good Friday

· Easter Sunday

4. Absences

You will be allowed to miss 3 classes during the Confirmation journey.  If you miss a class, you will need to attend a makeup class.  Makeup classes are held on the first Saturday of every month (unless noted otherwise) at 10am in the Lounge.  Please be sure to contact the Church office at 375-5817 to notify them of any absence.  This is a year long commitment; please keep this in mind as you prepare for your winter schedule.  Please do not ask the Pastors to make exceptions.
Makeup class dates:  November 5th, December 10th, January 7th, February 4th, March 3rd and May 5th.   Need at least 3-4 youth to conduct make up class.
5. Class Cancellations

The only time that Confirmation Class is cancelled is when church is cancelled due to inclement weather.  This is announced on WICC and local TV Channels 3 & 8.  The message on the church answering machine should also indicate a weather closing.
6. Community Service is an important part of the Curriculum!

The purpose of our Volunteer Service Hours is to practice ministry in the name of Jesus Christ, and familiarize our Confirmands with the outreach ministries at Nichols United Methodist Church.  In order to meet this objective, Confirmands should participate in a variety of different volunteer activities.  

The minimum requirement for the year is 20 hours. 10 hours to be done with your parents, 5 hours to be done with your Mentor and 5 hours to be completed as a personal service project.   Please see Page 7, “Volunteer Service Hour” for a listing of Missions, Activities and detailed information about service opportunities in the church, with contact information.
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