JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR JANUARY 9TH, 2011
LESSON 1 – PREPARE FOR THE JOURNEY: ADVENT

Reading:
Luke 1:26-56 & John 1:19-28

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
What is Advent?  When does it begin?
2)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

3)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR JANUARY 23RD, 2011
LESSON 2 – CELEBRATE THE BIRTH: CHRISTMAS

Reading:
Luke 2; Matthew 1:18-25; & John 1:14

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
In John, who or what is the Word?  What does it mean that “the Word 

became flesh”?

2)
What was the best Christmas gift you ever received?  Be prepared to share with the class.

3)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR JANUARY 30th, 2011
LESSON 3 – GROW TOWARD FAITH: EPIPHANY

Reading:
Luke 3:21-23a & 1 John 1:5

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Why was the baptism of Jesus an important event?

2)
What is baptism?  (Bring an item from your baptism: picture, bulletin, etc..) What is a sacrament?  (Make an attempt to write a definition for these words.  If you’re not sure, ask your parents or mentor for help with these questions or look up a definition, maybe on the internet.) 
3)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR FEBRUARY 6TH, 2011
LESSON 4 –PREPARE FOR NEW LIFE: LENT

Reading:
Luke 4:1-13

Romans 7:15-20,25

Corinthians 5:17-25
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
What is Lent? (When does Lent occur?  What special days are included in Lent?  What are Christians supposed to do during Lent?)

2)
What is sin?  In Romans 7, Paul is struggling with sin and what he knows he should do.  What sins do you struggle with?

3)
What is grace?  How do grace and reconciliation bring us back into relationship with God? (Read 2 Corinthians)

4)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR FEBRUARY 13, 2011
LESSON 5 –CELEBRATE NEW LIFE: EASTER

Reading:
Matthew 28:1-10



1 Peter 2:22-25
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Read 1 Peter 2:22-25.  Who is the “he” referred to in this passage?  Rephrase the passage in your own words.

2)
What is salvation?  How do we receive salvation?

3)
What does it mean that God triumphed over death in the resurrection of Jesus?  How does that change how you live day to day?

4)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR FEBRUARY 27TH, 2011
LESSON 6 – GROW IN RESURRECTION FAITH: MEANS OF GRACE

Reading:
James 4:7-10



Matthew 6:19-21



Matthew 19:16-26

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What is spirituality?  Who is the most spiritual person you know (someone you know personally – friend, teacher, parent, or mentor)?  Why do you consider that person to be so spiritual?

2)
What does Matthew 6:19-21 & Matthew 19:16-26 say about priorities?  

What are the priorities in your life?  Do you think that they match the 

priorities that God would want you to have in life?

3)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  Have you thought 

differently about priorities or spirituality because of what you’ve read this week?

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR MARCH 6TH, 2011
LESSON 7 – COMMIT TO A LIFE OF SERVICE: 

THE GREAT 50 DAYS OF EASTER

Reading:
Micah 6:8



Matthew 25:34-40



John 13:3-15
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What do each of the above verses tell us about service to others in the name of Jesus Christ?

2)
In Matthew 25:34-40, Jesus taught that we should serve “the least of these 

brothers [and sisters] of mine.”  Who is Jesus referring to?  Who is Jesus 

referring to in our world and our community today?  

3)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  What have you learned 

and felt while completing your required service hours?   

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR 
MARCH 20TH, 2011
LESSON 8 – PREPARE FOR THE SPIRIT: PENTECOST

Reading:
John 14:16-27



Acts 2:1-13
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
Summarize in two to three sentences what happened in Acts 2:1-13.  How would you have felt to be a disciple on that day?  What would you have done after that amazing event?

2)
What is the Holy Trinity?  (We’ll define this in class, but please find a 

definition/explanation to bring to class.)


3)
Complete the “Self-Image Survey” on the reverse side.  In your journal, 

explain why you picked the five words to describe yourself.  While completing your Talk Point, also complete this survey with your mentor.  Discuss any similarities or differences in the words you chose.

4)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  Can you name a time 

when you felt the presence of the Holy Spirit?

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR MARCH 27TH, 2011
LESSON 9 – CELEBRATE THE BODY: GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

Reading:
1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27-31



Romans 12:4-6a
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
Summarize the two scripture readings in a couple of sentences.

2)
What does it mean to say that the church is “the body of Christ”?  Give a 

general answer, based on the scripture reading.  Then give a specific 

example of how you see Nichols UMC as “the body of Christ.”

3)
What gifts of the Spirit do you recognize in yourself?  What gifts of the Spirit do other people notice in you?

4)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  How have you used 

your God-given gifts this week? 

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR APRIL 3RD, 2011
LESSON 10 – GROW IN THE BODY: FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

Reading:
Galatians 5:22-26



Ephesians 2:4-9
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What are the fruits of the Spirit?  Which of these is easiest for you to display in your daily life?  Which one is hardest?

2)
What saves us and gives us eternal life in Christ?  Does doing good deeds 

give us salvation?  If not, why should we do good works?

3)
Describe, in your own words, the three kinds of grace discussed in the          

          previous class.

4)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  

How did you “live by the Spirit” this week? 

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR APRIL 10TH, 2011
LESSON 11 – 
ROLE OF THE CHURCH: 

THE BEGINNINGS
Reading:
Acts 2: 42-47


1 Corinthians 1:10-16
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What was the early church like?  What were their practices?
2)
What were some of the divisions in the church?
3)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR APRIL 17TH, 2011
LESSON 12 – FAITH INTO ACTION: 

STEWARDSHIP AND SOCIAL PRINCIPLES

Reading:
Matthew 6:19-21



Handout from the Book of Discipline
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
Read Matthew 6:19-21.  What “treasures” do you have here on earth?  Do you think those treasure bring you closer to or farther from God?

2)
Read your highlighted section of the “Social Principles” from the Book of 

Discipline.  Summarize that section in your own words.  Do you agree with 

the church’s statement on that issue?  You will be asked to share your summary and opinion in class.

3)
Is it necessary for the United Methodist Church to be concerned with social, 

political, and environmental issues?  Why or why not?

4)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  Did you hear about 

any of the social issues on the news or talk about them in school?

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR MAY 1ST, 2011
LESSON 13 – I BELONG TO JESUS CHRIST’ BODY!

Reading:
Matthew 6:25-33



Luke 21:17-19



Ephesians 4:1-6, 15-16
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What are the six main ministry committees at Nichols and their Chairpersons. (hint: W.E.S.L.E.Y.)


(Discuss John Wesley and history of Methodism).
2)
What do you think unites these different committees?

(Our mission  -  to proclaim Christ is what unites us.  There is a connection between Nichols UMC and the CT District and the Annual Conference.  Different Methodist Churches all across the world, but united by Christ.  Even united to other churches – Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopal..etc.. all b/c of Christ.)
3)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR MAY 15TH, 2011
LESSON 14 – THE GREAT COMMISSION

Reading:
Matthew 28:16-20



Titus 3:3-8
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers:

1)
What is the Holy Trinity?


2)
What does it mean to be “saved” or have salvation through Jesus?

3)
How does your reading relate to your life this week?  

4)
What questions do you have about what you read?


What words or phrase did you not understand?

