JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

Reading:
Read carefully Mark, chapter 1, 2 & 3.

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1) Summarize the three chapters in one paragraph.

2) Who is Jesus?  (This is a really big, broad question.  Just write down any thoughts that come to you.  Who was Jesus in history?  Who is Jesus for the church?  Who is Jesus for you?)

3) In your own words, define “ministry.”  

    How is ministry happening in Mark 1, 2 & 3?

4) Why does Jesus tell the disciples not to tell other people that he is the Son of God? (Mark 3:12)

5) How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6) What questions do you have about what you read?

    What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR SEPTEMBER 26th, 2010

Reading:   Mark 4
Luke 10:25-37 & 15

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1) Summarize Mark 4 in one paragraph.

2) What words, phrases or images does Jesus use to describe the kingdom of God?  Describe the kingdom of God in your own words.

3) Which one of the parables in this assignment makes the most sense to you?  Why?  Which one is the hardest to understand?  Why?

4) Some of the parables are old stories that talk about unfamiliar things (farming, family customs, etc.).  How do the parables teach us about how we should live today?

5) How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6) What questions do you have about what you read?

    What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR October 3rd, 2010
Reading:
Mark 5 & 6 and John 11:17-43
Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.
1)
Summarize Mark 5 & 6 in one paragraph for each chapter.

2) 
What is a miracle?  What miracles did Jesus perform?  And what miracles have you seen in your life or in the lives of others?

3)
Does your faith change how you see and experience miracles?  Just before Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:23-27), he asks Martha if she believes.  What difference does her answer make in understanding the story? 

4) 
Chapter 5 has a few stories of demons and spirits and Jesus casting them out of people.  What do you think these demons are?  Do these demons exist in the world today?  What evidence do you have that they do or don’t?

5)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6) 
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR OCTOBER 24th, 2010
Reading:
Mark 7 & 8

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.
1)
Summarize Mark 7 & 8 in one paragraph for each chapter.

2)       Read Mark 8:1-10, then read Matthew 15:32-39 & John 6 1-15.  What are the similarities and differences in the stories?  Why do you think there are different versions of the same story in the Bible?

3) 
Who wrote the Bible?  (God?  People alone?  People with God’s help?  Who 
were these people?)

4)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

5) 
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR OCTOBER 31st, 2010

Reading:
Mark 9, Luke 12:13-34 and Joshua 1:1-9

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 9.

2) 
Why would Jesus ask the Peter, James and John to keep what they saw a secret until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead? 

3)
How does Jesus describe success in this chapter?

4) 
Chapter 9 vs. 42-49 Jesus describes If you… This will happen… What do you think this means? Why did he say these words to the Disciples? Why is he saying it to us? 

5)
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR November 7th, 2010

Reading:
Mark 10 and Romans 12

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 10 in one paragraph.

2) 
How do you explain the verse, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 

and servant of all?”  Give an example of how this applies to everyday life.

3)
In Romans, Paul writes, “Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one 

another.”  Is there anytime when it is OK to pass judgment on another person?  Did Jesus pass judgment on people?  Explain a time when someone passed judgment on you.  How did you feel or react?

4)
What does it mean for you to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?

5) 
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR NOVEMBER 14th, 2010

Reading:
Mark 11 & 12

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 11 in one paragraph.

2) 
In Mark 11, Jesus curses a fig tree, then turns over the table of the money 

changers in the temple.  Why is he so angry in these two situations?  If we are supposed to model Jesus’ behavior, are we supposed to model his anger too?  Why or why not?

3)
Jesus talks a lot about money, both here in Mark and throughout the gospels.  

Why do you think money was such an important topic?  How does your 

faith help you handle money?

4)
What is the “first” commandment?  What is the “second”?  How are these 

two commandments related?  How do you follow these commandments 

everyday?

5) 
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR NOVEMBER 21st, 2010

Reading:
Mark 13 & Revelation 12:1-17; 21:1-7

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 13 in one paragraph.

2) 
What does Jesus tell his disciples they should do in order to prepare for the 

“End of the Age”?  When is this end time coming?  How should we prepare?

3)
What does the story in Revelation 12 mean?  Who do the woman, the child 

and the beast represent?

4)
Even though you have the ability to make decisions about your future, why 

is it important to believe and trust that the future is ultimately in God’s hands?

5) 
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR December 5th, 2010

Reading:
Mark 14 & 1 Corinthians 11:23-34

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 14 in one paragraph.

2)
In chapter 14, the disciples fall asleep in the garden, Peter denies Jesus three 

times and Judas betrays Jesus for money.  What happened to all those who loved and followed Jesus?  When have you acted like any of these men?

3)
Why did Jesus have to be arrested and die in such a cruel manner?  Could he 

have saved himself?

4) 
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

5)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT FOR DECEMBER 12th, 2010

Reading:
Mark 15 & 16

Answer the following questions in your journal, using this page for taking notes as you read.  As you answer the following questions, make note of what chapter and verse you find your answers.

1)
Summarize Mark 15 & 16 in one paragraph for each chapter.

2) 
The crowd that called for Jesus to be crucified may have include some of the 

same people who celebrated Jesus on Palm Sunday.  What do you think made them change during that week?

3)
Why didn’t Jesus debate with Pilate and the chief priests?

4)
What is resurrection?  What does it mean when we say that Christians are 

“Easter people”?

5) 
How does this reading relate to your life this week?

6)
What questions do you have about what you read?

    
What words or phrases did you not know or understand?

